
farmed with my father and eventually took over the Interview with Gordon Huff
220 acre operation.”An expert source of knowledge in the Delta 

community, third generation farmer Gordon Huff has 
Did joining the Navy and viewing different parts been active in the local agricultural industry for over 
of the world affect your desire to farm?60 years. In addition to running a successful dairy 
“Having never been away from home before, it was operation on his family’s East Delta acreage until 
an exciting adventure. As much as I loved the retirement, Gordon 

experience,  I was thrilled served in the Navy 
to come home. I was during the Second 
engaged during my years W o r l d  W a r ,  a n d  
of service, so upon contributed 35 years as 
returning I married my Chief of the Delta 
wife, Patricia. I knew V o l u n t e e r  F i r e  
without a doubt that I Department. He spent 
wanted to continue the f ive years as the 
family farm. We were President of the Delta 
m i l k i n g  a b o u t  4 0  Agricultural Society, 
Holsteins, owned horses, where he remains as a 
and raised 80 head of member of the Board of 
young cattle, in addition D i rec tors .  DF&WT 
to making grain and local r e c e n t l y  h a d  t h e  
hay. I took over the farm opportunity to speak 
in 1946; it was an exciting with Gordon about his 
time to be a young e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  
farmer.”farming in Delta.

How has agriculture Tell us a little bit about 
evolved in Delta since the time you began your family history in this area.
farming?“My father was born on Mathews Road [now 96th 
“There is no comparison between then and now. It Street] in 1895. When he was six or seven years of 
was a much slower pace back then, and significant age, my grandfather bought a farm on 88th Street in 
amounts of manual labour were involved. My father East Delta. Grandpa began to work the land, and 
bought our first tractor in 1939, but even with that instilled a love of horses in my father from a young 
piece of machinery, I still ploughed the fields with age. Father served in the Army during the First World 
horses as a teenager. Every farm had a dairy, and War, and began to farm at home upon his return. My 
most people grew the majority of their food. If you grandfather eventually bought an additional farm on 
were milking your own cows, it was difficult to balance 96th Street--land was only about $15/acre back then. 
dairy production with field work. You could expect to I was raised on 96th Street along with my sister, and 
work long hours, and help was not always available or worked both on the farm and for my father’s trucking 
affordable.company. In 1942, I joined the Navy and served until 
                                      Continued on next page...World War II was over. Coming back to Delta, I 

Gordon Huff with DF&WT Program Coordinator Christine Terpsma
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Interview with Gordon Huff, continued:

“Farm work became easier as machinery became 
more readily available. Agriculture is streamlined now. 
Many farmers are able to buy new and specialized 
equipment to increase the efficiency of their 
operations.”
                                     
As you are aware, large volumes of migratory 
waterfowl overwinter in the delta each year. Was 
wildlife management an issue for your farming 
operation?
“I did not see much damage on my own farm, but knew 
farmers were being impacted heavily by waterfowl 
grazing in other parts of Delta. Oftentimes I saw 
Wigeon feeding on newly seeded grain, and ducks 
eating clover at our home farm, but I didn’t lose a 
substantial amount of my crops as a result. I also 
hunted in the area, so was able to see a direct benefit 
from having waterfowl here in Delta. I especially 
valued wild pheasants, which aren’t as common any 
more.”

What advice do you have for young farmers?
“My advice to young people in the industry is to stick to 
it and don’t give up. We have some of the best 
farmland in the world here, and my hope above all is 
that the industry will continue. There are better prices 
today for many commodities and a greater variation in 
the types of agricultural products being grown in 
Delta. Young people who have an interest in 
agriculture will do well, but should be aware that if they 
want to farm, it is a lifelong commitment. Work as long 
as you feel comfortable working, but make sure that 
through all the long hours, you take time to enjoy your 
life. If you keep farming, you will never regret it.”

What do you think is the most important thing for 
people to understand about the agricultural 
community in this area?
“The land here is excellent, and the community is filled 
with good people. I wouldn’t have wanted to go 
anywhere else to farm. I was born on the delta, and 
raised on the delta. I saw a lot of farms in my travels 
over the years, but always wanted to stay here. If I 
could do it all over again, and had my choice of where 
to farm, I wouldn’t change a thing.”

“Hedgerows For Habitat” Fundraiser a Success
On June 21st, marking the anniversary of 20 years 
of stewardship, DF&WT once again held a Summer 
Solstice fundraiser at Roddick’s century old barn on 
Westham Island. The event theme “Hedgerows For 
Habitat” recognized the value of establishing native 
trees and shrubs on farmland margins which provide 
benefits to agricultural production as well as hosting 
many species of breeding, migrating and wintering 
birds. Chefs Bruno Marti and Tobias MacDonald, 
along with culinary Team BC, prepared a gourmet 
feast from local produce. Two awards were 
presented: the Kamlah/Lundstrum Family received 
the Stewardship Award for the succession of a 
strong commitment to soil management and wildlife 
conservation for over three generations. The Delta 
Agricultural Society (DAS) was awarded the Trust’s 
Recognition Award for their continued support. DAS 
has contributed more than $3.36 million in 
stewardship program and administration support 
since 1993. The event raised net proceeds of over 
$45,000m which will benefit the Hedgerow Program. 
A huge thank-you to all of the businesses and 
individuals in the community who support our work. 

Terminal Systems Inc.

           Thank-you to our event sponsors:



The Function of Hedgerows on 
Agricultural Landscapes
Bryanna Thiel, UBC Msc. Candidate

Hedgerow Program be a more cost effective way to 
ensure the availability of multiple environmental 
services across the Delta region? 

 
To start to answer these questions, I, under the 

Changing land use patterns in the lower Fraser River 
supervision of Dr. Sean Smukler of the Sustainable 

delta over the last 50 years have put increasing 
Agricultural Landscapes lab at UBC, have started to 

pressure on natural ecosystems. Hedgerows - linear 
evaluate the difference in ability for planted 

compositions of trees, shrubs and ground cover 
hedgerows versus remnant ones to mitigate climate 

between roads, fields and waterways – have emerged 
change. My study is divided into two components. The 

as segments and sometimes networks of natural 
first is to assess the quantity of carbon stored by the 

vegetation within the 
vegetation and soil of 

agricultural landscape. 
planted and remnant 

Understandably, on 
hedgerows,  and the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d ,  
second, is to evaluate the 

natural vegetation such 
rate of carbon dioxide-

as hedgerows can 
equivalent greenhouse 

pose a number of 
gas emissions being lost 

challenges to farmers 
to the atmosphere from 

i n c l u d i n g  l o s t  
these hedgerows. 

opportunity cost for 
cultivated land, and 

My vegetation and soil 
root systems impeding 

inventories will measure a 
drainage tiles. 

number of indicators that 
can help quantify the 

However, hedgerows 
amount of carbon that is 

have the capacity to 
be ing s tored.  I  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  m a n y  
estimate plant biomass 

environmental services 
and soil carbon content 

including (but not 
and will also assess 

limited to): windbreaks; 
various parameters that may explain the quality or 

habitat for wildlife, soil biota, pollinators and other 
amount of carbon found in these pools such as plant 

beneficial insects; improved hydrology; improved 
biodiversity and soil aggregate stability. I started 

landscape aesthetics; and carbon sequestration. 
collecting greenhouse gas samples that are analyzed 

Some of these services may be of direct use to the 
at a UBC laboratory from hedgerows and production 

farmer, especially in the form of pest management and 
fields.

crop pollination. Other environmental services, such 
as carbon change mitigation, benefit the general 

My motivation for undertaking this work is that I have a 
public, a group who today have growing expectations 

keen interest in agricultural landscapes and their 
of the environmental function of farmland. 

future. I believe that understanding how to sustain 
ecological services on agricultural landscapes is 

In Delta, hedgerows exist in the form of remnant 
paramount to maintaining the productive quantity and 

woody vegetation growing along field margins, and 
quality of these landscapes. To do this, I am eager to 

planted hedgerows established under the DF&WT's 
better understand the science behind natural systems, 

Hedgerow Program. Labour and financial costs for 
especially elements of these systems that are 

establishing and maintaining planted hedgerows are 
embedded in agricultural land, such as hedgerows. 

significant and consequently limit the amount planted. 
Working with farmers to combine farming operations 

Meanwhile there appears to be a trend that remnant 
and contemporary science and technology to develop 

woody vegetation not enrolled in the Hedgerow 
best management practices for agricultural and 

Program continues to be removed in the region. 
environmental sustainability is the ultimate goal.

This situation brings up a number of questions that are 
critically important for the future of the DF&WT 
program: Are the number of hectares of planted 
hedgerows offsetting the number of hectares of 
remnant vegetation being removed? Do planted 
hedgerows provide the same environmental function 
as remnant ones? Could paying farmers to conserve 
remnant woody vegetation under the existing DF&WT 



A phenomenon that you may come 
across while hiking your favourite 
trails in late summer or fall is a large 
shrub “decorated” with all types 
and sizes of mushrooms. Don’t be 
too surprised! These mushrooms 

didn’t grow there; they were placed there by squirrels 
hoarding them, to dry out to be eaten later. This is 
probably a welcome change in diet from fir and pine 
seeds for the squirrels. I’ll bet other squirrels help 
themselves to these mushrooms too, not just the 
ones who put them there. If these shrub mushrooms 
haven’t already been eaten before the winter season, 
they can still be easily found following a snow fall.  

I would like to contribute $_________________

Name_________________________________

Address_______________________________

City________________ Postal Code________

Telephone___________________

Mail cheques to:
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust
205 - 4882 Delta Street
Delta, B.C. V4K 2T8

or donate online at 
www.deltafarmland.ca
ph: 604-940-3392 C
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Make a donation towards farmland 
conservation today!

Farmland & Wildlife welcom  ticles and 

letters. If you would like to contribute your agriculture-
wildlife story, please let us know. 
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Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust

Directors

Staff

Mary Tait (Chair) Brent Harris
Martin Hamming (Vice-Chair) Anne Murray

Don Mark (Treasurer) Edward van Veenendaal
John Hatfield (Secretary) Jack Zellweger

Margaret Paterson Christine Terpsma
Office Coordinator Progr inatoram Coord

Electronic Newsletter...   To help us conserve 
paper by receiving an electronic version of this 
newsletter, send an email to dfwt@dccnet.com 
with “electronic newsletter” in the subject line.

Grassland Set-aside Earthworm Study Update Physical and chemical soil indicators, including 
aggregate stability, bulk density, soil particle 
distribution, organic matter, pH and trace elements UBC student Brittany Armstrong recently completed a 
were also analysed in order to provide insight into the study comparing earthworm densities in one year old 
factors influencing earthworm abundance in the Grassland Set-asides (GLSAs) and cultivated potato 
area. Earthworm presence was heightened fields in the lower Fraser River delta. She aimed to find 
(although not statistically significant) in the one year out whether fields enrolled in the Trust’s Set-aside 
old Set-asides when compared to the potato fields. program can be beneficial to earthworm populations 
Aggregate stability tests showed that GLSAs, on and contribute to the overall health of agricultural soils. 
average, had larger aggregates than potato Brittany recently  summarized her results for the Trust:
production fields. The presence of earthworms in the 
sampled Set-aside and potato fields in Delta was In order to better understand earthworm responses to 
best described by the availability of organic matter planting fields in GLSA, the difference in earthworm 
within the soil, the amount of silt present in the soil, abundance was studied in both the Set-aside fields and 
and also dependent on soil mineral components.recently harvested potato fields in the fall of 2012. 

Students and Instructors from BCIT’s Sustainable 
Resource Management Program volunteered their time 
to remove invasive species from a newly established 
DF&WT hedgerow in April. The Trust would like to 
thank all involved for their hard work!
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