
Join us on September 6th for “Day at the Farm” 

at Westham Island Herb Farm. FREE ADMISSION!

Interview with Ron Harris
Third generation farmer Ron Harris’ involvement in the 
Delta agricultural community is almost as diverse as the 
crops grown on his family farm. A Delta Farmland & 
Wildlife Trust (DF&WT) Director from 1999-2005, Ron is 
also the former President of the Guernsey Association 
of BC and a current Director of the Delta Farmers’ 
Institute. DF&WT recently had the opportunity to speak 
with Ron about his experience with farming in Delta.  

Tell us about your 
family history with 
respect to farming 
in this area.
“In 1898, my Great-
grandfather David 
came out to Delta 
from Ontario with 
his two sons, John 
and Joseph (my 
Grandfather). The 
farm we live on 
today was part of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  
homestead, but the 
family also farmed 
on Tilbury Island, 
where the Lehigh 
Cement plant is 
now. Eventually my 
fa the r  and  h i s  
b ro ther  fa rmed 
together before 
splitting the farms. When I graduated high school, I 
attended UBC for a year, but always knew I wanted to 
farm. I gradually bought out my parents, who had milked 
about 35 cows, and I eventually increased the herd to 
about 100. My children and their spouses farm now, and 
instead of dairy, our home farm is planted with 
cranberries. On the rest of our operation we grow peas, 
beans, corn, potatoes and grain. The majority of our 
crops are grown organically.”

What challenges did you face when you began 
farming? Are there different challenges facing 
farmers now?
“When I started farming, we had day to day challenges--
down cows, broken equipment, and retaining good 
labour for the dairy. Despite this, I always enjoyed what I 
was doing. Farming is very different now; it’s done on a 
much larger scale, and the onset of technology is 
incredible. Buying land is challenging, so making sure 
that you take care of any land you do own or rent is key to 

m a i n t a i n i n g  
productivity. With all 
the changes in the 
i n d u s t r y ,  I ’ v e  
learned more in the 
last ten years than 
in any other time. 
W i t h  o r g a n i c  
production, I feel 
we’ve gone back to 
the way we farmed 
50-60 years ago.” 

Wa t e r f o w l  a n d  
farming related 
challenges helped 
l e a d  t o  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  
DF&WT in 1993. 
Was your farm 
a f f e c t e d  b y  
waterfowl grazing 
at that time? 
“At that time, it 

wasn’t much of an issue on Crescent Island (where we 
farm), but we did see a little bit of duck grazing. In recent 
years, we’ve seen an increase of Canada Geese 
grazing on bean crops, especially on fields close to the 
Fraser River. Canada Geese used to be a rarity; you’d 
slide on your belly half a mile through a field just to catch 
a glimpse of them (and hopefully get a decent shot). 
Now they are fairly common.”  
                                              Continued on next page...
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Ron Harris at his family farm on Crescent Island



Interview with Ron Harris continued:
Can you speak about  how the Trust impacted the 
relationship between the farming and agriculture and backyard gardens are 
conservation communities in Delta? great. I fully support people learning about where 
“It significantly improved the relationship between their food comes from because it gives them a 
both by providing a venue where they could meet greater appreciation for agriculture.”
and begin to understand each other. They dealt with 
the issues they had in common first, which made it If you were to predict what agriculture in Delta 
easier to open the discussion up to things that will look like in 20 years, what do you expect we’d 
weren’t common to both. The groups learned from see?
each other. Take the Laser Levelling Program for “Assuming the ALR stays in place, I don’t believe we 
example. Yes, it’s for the benefit of keeping farmers’ will see huge changes. Perhaps a few more blueberry 
soil in good condition, but in saying that, keeping crops or greenhouses, and also some more small 
farmland productive benefits wildlife too.” fresh market vegetable farms. Other than that, I don’t 

expect we will see a lot of changes. I’m optimistic 
There is a growing desire in urban centers to buy about the next generation of farmers. It comes down 
locally grown food. Given Delta’s close proximity to economics: we’ll always need food to be 
to Vancouver, what do you think is important for produced.”
people to understand about Delta agriculture?

Louise Wilkin, BCIT student

Louise Wilkin recently completed an industry 
sponsored Geographic Information Systems (GIS)  
practicum placement at the Pacific Wildlife Research 
Centre on Westham Island with the Canadian Wildlife 
Service (CWS) and DF&WT.

During my practicum with CWS and the Trust, I used 
specialized computer software to complete tasks 
related to the organization of agricultural and wildlife 
habitat data for the Fraser Valley (with a specific 
focus on Delta). Using crop cover and field boundary 
information collected from 1992 onwards, I was able 
to map and identify changes that have occurred 
across the Delta agricultural landscape in the past 
twenty years. Tracking farm fields through time is an 
interesting exercise; not only does it provide a 
detailed crop history map,  it also can highlight trends 
in land use as the landscape continues to evolve and 
deal with development pressures. 
In addition to mapping farm fields in Delta, I was also 
excited to complete work aimed at better 
understanding the water bird use of the Alaksen 
National Wildlife Area over the winter foraging 
months. I organized field survey information from 
within the National Wildlife Area to create maps 
highlighting the complex dynamics occurring in the 
area. The water bird survey maps provide a visual 
understanding of how landscape resources are being 
shared between different bird species and farmland. 
Looking back, it is interesting to ask: what did I take 
away from this practicum? 

Working with Agriculture and Wildlife 
Data: a BCIT Practicum Experience

“I think it’s important for people to understand the 
effort and hard work it takes to produce food. I think 
that urban 

I have to say, this work experience offered me a unique 
opportunity to apply my skill set in spatial research and 
analysis in the context of agriculture. The work I did 
emphasized the importance of the many projects 
focused on the preservation and sustainable 
management of Delta's agricultural lands and natural 
habitat. I came away from this project with a new 
found interest in research focused on working with 
farmers and managers of agricultural landscapes.
In the future, Louise hopes to help find ways to better 
monitor, protect and enhance biodiversity and 
availability of ecosystem services to the field of 
agriculture.

Thank-you to our 2013-14 Stewardship Program 
funders. DF&WT wishes to acknowledge the 

significant support of the following 
organizations:

BRITISH COLUMBIA
WATERFOWL SOCIETY



Grassland Set-aside Research with 
BCIT: To mow or not to mow?
Jenn Robson, Masheed Salehomoum, and 
Kirstin Eyolfson, BCIT 
students

similarly noted that female Harriers may engage in 
dominance behaviours, forcing other raptors to hunt in 
less preferred areas. There may be several reasons 
for this:

1.) The territorial behaviour that 
was observed may be indicative of 
a  lower  Townsend 's  Vo le  

The Trust has collaborated 
abundance compared to the 

with BCIT's Fish Wildlife and 
previous year’s study. We caught 

Recreation (FWR) program 
roughly half the number of voles 

for over 3 years in order to 
that were captured last year. Vole 

enhance the design of the 
abundance varies annually, and 

Grassland Set-aside (GLSA) 
periods of low abundance may 

Stewardship Program. 
cause raptors to increase the size 

GLSA’s were created to 
of their territories to ensure that 

enhance soil organic matter 
their nutritional needs are met.

and provide wildlife habitat 
within agricultural fields. Past 

2.) Similar to voles, song bird 
BCIT students have 

habitat may also be of higher 
conducted studies on how 

quality in unmown versus mown 
altering grass heights within 

sites. In particular, the taller grass 
Delta's agricultural fields 

height and the presence of seed 
affects the abundance of 

heads in the unmown plots provide 
wildlife. We decided to follow 

pe rch ing  s i t es  and  food ,  
in their footsteps and chose 

respectively. Song birds are 
this research for our FWR 

another prey species for Northern 
project. 

Harriers and their presence in the 
Over the winter of 2013-2014 

unmown plots may also influence 
we used a grid pattern 

Harrier hunting behaviour. 
based on the previous 

During their breeding season, 
year's study, and compared 

Northern Harr iers  may 
three mown and three 

choose to hunt avian prey, 
unmown field plots in a field 

particularly when voles are 
located along Highway 17A. 

scarce. Juvenile song birds in 
Wi th in  each  p lo t  we  

particular may be a valuable 
assessed vegetation height 

alternative to small mammal 
and cover, Townsend's Vole 

prey during the Harrier nesting 
abundance (using mark-

period when their energy 
recapture surveys) and 

demand is extremely high. 
raptor behaviour.

We recommend that the Trust 
The results of our work were 

continues to manage GLSA’s to 
similar  to the previous two 

achieve a vegetation structure 
years of this study, which 

similar to that of the study's 
demonstrated an increase in 

unmown plots. As this research 
vole abundance and raptor 

continues to evolve, the conclusion 
hunting effort within unmown plots 

remains the same: programs such as 
compared to  mown p lo ts .   

the GLSA Stewardship Program 
However, a unique factor in this 

continue to provide benefits and 
year's study was that only a 

opportunities to both farmers and 
single female Northern Harrier 

wildlife, and should be preserved.
was observed using the field 
throughout the length of the 

Photos:
study. This may have been a 

Top: Kirstin and Mash with tagging 
result of this female displaying 

equipment
territorial behaviour. 

Middle: Jenn weighing a vole
The lone harrier appeared to be 

Bottom: a Townsend’s Vole caught and 
excluding other Harriers from 

tagged during data collection
hunting in this GLSA on several 
occasions. Past studies have 



There are African Lions, Mountain 
Lions (Cougars), Lion Fish and Sea 
Lions. But did you know there are Ant 
Lions , right in our own backyards?! 
Well, maybe not in the Lower Mainland 
but certainly in the dryer parts of BC 
such as the Okanagan. Next time you 

go hiking on one of  our many trails in the interior, no matter 
what elevation, take a closer look along the outer edges of 
the trail. Look for small depressions the shape of funnels 
especially where there is fine and dusty sand.  Capture a 
nearby ant and then drop it into a depression, then watch 
the action. In a very short time a weird creature will pop out 
of the bottom of this depression, grab the ant and devour it. 
The ant can't escape because of the sliding sand, a neat 
trick designed by the Ant Lion.    

Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust

Directors

Staff

“day at the farm!”
DF&WT is holding its 9th annual “Day at the Farm” 
community event on September 6th, 2014, in 
partnership with Westham Island Herb Farm. Bring 
the whole family to learn about agriculture and how 
it contributes to wildlife conservation! In addition to 
the ever-popular hay wagon rides, milking 
demonstrations, and the BC Fresh Potato Dig, we 
will be hosting a Local Cookie Contest. Bake your 
finest batch of homemade cookies--just like 
Grandma made them. Contest is judged by a 
professional chef at the showstage at NOON. Don’t 
forget to bring your non-perishable food items 
to donate to the food bank!

I would like to contribute $_________________

Name_________________________________

Address_______________________________

City________________ Postal Code________

Telephone___________________

Mail cheques to:
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust
205 - 4882 Delta Street
Delta, B.C. V4K 2T8

or donate online at 
www.deltafarmland.ca
ph: 604-940-3392 C
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Make a donation towards farmland 
conservation today!

Farmland & Wildlife welcomes articles and 

letters. If you would like to contribute your agriculture-
wildlife story, please let us know. 
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Mary Tait (Chair) Don Mark
Martin Hamming (Vice-Chair) Anne Murray

John Hatfield (Secretary, Edward van Veenendaal
Treasurer) Jack Zellweger

Brent Harris

Margaret Paterson Christine Terpsma
Office Coordinator Program Coordinator

Electronic Newsletter...   To help us conserve 
paper by receiving an electronic version of this 
newsletter, send an email to dfwt@dccnet.com 
with “electronic newsletter” in the subject line.

Leave a Legacy...
Did you know the Trust can offer options for 
planned giving? Making a bequest to DF&WT 
is easy to do. Simply download a Planned 
Giving Form from our website for options to 
contribute to the long-term preservation of 
farmland and critical habitat for wildlife. Please 
do not hesitate to call our office if you would 
like more information: (604) 940-3392.  

Christine Terpsma (DF&WT) and Vedran Djordjevic (Delta) 
showcase new event signs sponsored by The Corporation of Delta. 
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